BUNRAKU Performance
for Beginners

June 8 -22, 2023

INTRODUCTION TO BUNRAKU

Bunraku is one of Japan’'s representative traditional performing arts, designated an
Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO in 2003. It is a closely collaborative form which
synchronizes narrative recitation, shamisen music, and puppetry in performance. The origins
of present-day Bunraku date back to the 17/th century, when older puppet shows (ayatsuri
ningyd) were integrated with the medieval narratives (joruri) and called ningyd jéruri, which
means “puppet narrative.” Its popularity peaked with the works of playwright Chikamatsu
Monzaemon and narrator Takemoto Gidayud, and the founding of the Takemotoza Theatre in
Osaka in 1684 ushered in a golden age. The Toyotakeza Theatre and others later joined the
field and had ups and downs. Among them, a theatre opened by Uemura Bunrakuken, from
Awaji, became the leading company in the mid-19th century. The dominance was such that
the name became synonymous with the art form, which we still call Bunraku today.

The narrator (Tayd) and the shamisen player, in their twin positions, seem each to be
trying to top the other in artistry as they bring the dramatic narrative to life. But in fact they
are in perfect unison; neither leads and neither follows. Their remarkable synchronization is
vital to the art, and involves sophisticated technigues of breath control.

Three puppeteers are required to operate a Bunraku doll, making it unigue in world
puppetry. It is not surprising, then, that its subtle movements are capable of richly nuanced
expression, making it every bit as appealing and sympathetic as an actor, if not more so. Dolls
are stored in pieces, with their heads and costumes all kept separately. For each production,
the doll is rebuilt. Limbs are attached to torsos, props and costumes fitted, and hair affixed
and styled. It is the puppeteer’s job to assemble his doll for the role assigned to him.
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English

Gojébashi (The Bridge at Fifth Avenue)

The story, set in the late Heian Period (second half of the 12th century), describes the encounter
between the warlord Minamoto no Yoshitsune, who existed at the time and was known for his innate
talent for warfare, and his to-be retainer Musashibd Benkei. The scene takes place at night in Kyoto.
The young prince of Minamoto clan Ushiwakamaru (later Yoshitsune) confronts the warrior monk
Benkei who boasted of his herculean strength and was challenging passers-by at Gojo Bridge.
Acknowledging each other's prowess, the two develop a strong bond that renders them inseparable

master and retainer.

Commentary
Bunraku is a form of traditional Japanese performing art made up of a close collaboration of three
distinctive arts: tayd or narrative recitation, shamisen music, and puppetry. A commentary by the

performers with a demonstration will introduce you to some of its charms.

Kanadehon Chdshingura (The Treasury of 47 Loyal Retainers)
Act : Dencht Ninjo / Enya Hangan Seppuku / Shiro Akewatashi

In the early 18th century at Edo Castle where the shogun resided Asano Takumi-no-kami attacked
Kira Kozuke-no-suke with his sword. According to “Kenka Ryoseibai” one of the laws of the time,
both parties in a quarrel had to be punished, which would have required capital punishment for both.
However, only Takumi-no-kami was forced to commit seppuku (ritual suicide) to atone for his sinful
act that caused injury and trouble. A year and nine months later, a group of 47 ronin (masterless
samurais), led by Qishi Kura-no-suke, the chief retainer of the Asano clan, attacked Kira’s mansion and
succeeded in avenging their former master by killing Kira.

This incident created a great sensation and became the theme of many works of performing arts.
Among these, the most famous in the field of Bunraku is “Kanadehon Chushingura” that premiered in
1748, 47 years after the vendetta. The acts of the play that are staged in today’s performance are
centered on the seppuku of Enya Hangan, who is modeled after Asano Takumi-no-kami.

The plot of the acts is as follows: A young feudal lord Momonoi Wakasa-no-suke had been bullied
by Kéno Morono, a high-standing official in the Ashikaga shogunate, and is planning his revenge.
However, Morond suddenly changes his attitude and apologizes to Wakasa-no-suke for his rude
behavior. This was due to a bribe Morono had received from a retainer of Wakasa-no-suke who
intended to prevent his master’'s attempt of revenge.

Morond makes the apology despite his true feelings and is displeased for having done so. His
displeasure grows when his illicit courtship is rejected by Kaoyo Gozen, the wife of Enya Hangan.
To vent his anger, Morond vilely insults him. Though Hangan initially takes the insults composedly,
he finally loses patience with MoronG and attacks him with his sword. He fails to kill his adversary
and is arrested on the spot. Hangan is forced to commit seppuku, and the Enya clan is subjected
to forfeiture. Oboshi Yuranosuke, the chief retainer of the clan, meets Hangan just before his death,
is moved by his regretful words, and vows to take revenge in front of the closed mansion of Enya

Hangan.
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Esparnol

Gojébashi (Puente de Gojo)

La historia, situada a finales del periodo Heian (segunda mitad del siglo XII), cuenta el encuentro
entre un personaje gue realmente existio en la época, conocido por su talento innato en la guerra, el
guerrero Minamoto no Yoshitsune, con su futuro subordinado Musashibd Benkei. El escenario es de
noche en Kioto. Ushiwakamaru (posterior Yoshitsune), el joven principe del clan Minamoto, enfrenta
al monje guerrero Benkei que se jactaba de su fuerza herculina y andaba desafiando a cualquiera que
pasaba por el puente Gojo. Tras reconocer mutuamente la proeza del uno y del otro, los dos entablan

un solido lazo que los convierte en un inseparable dio de amo y subordinado.

Comentario

El bunraku es una forma de las artes escénicas compuesta de una estrecha colaboracion de tres
artes de interpretacion: el tayl o la recitacion narrativa, la musica de shamisen y la manipulacion de
titeres. El comentario a cargo de los propios intérpretes, acompanado de unas demostraciones, les

mostrara algunos de los muchos encantos de este arte.

Kanadehon Chishingura (La venganza de los 47 rénin)
Acto: Denchud Ninjo / Enya Hangan Seppuku / Shiro Akewatashi

A principios del siglo XVIII, en el castillo de Edo, donde residia el shogun, Asano Takuminokami se
abalanz6 sobre Kira Kozukenosuke espada en mano para asesinarle. Segun la ley <Kenka Ryoseibai»
de la época, en una pelea ambas partes debian ser castigadas, y ambos debian ser condenados a
muerte, pero solamente Takuminokami fue condenado a suicidarse por seppuku por herir a alguien
y ser el causante de tal desorden. Un ano y nueve meses después del acontecimiento, un grupo
de 47 rénin (samurais sin amo) liderado por Oishi Kuranosuke, uno de los principales servidores de
Takuminokami, ataco el domicilio de Kira, donde le asesinaron y realizaron asi su venganza.

Este incidente causo un gran revuelo en la época y una gran cantidad de obras teatrales basadas
en dicho suceso fueron creadas. La mas representativa de todas ellas en el ambito del Bunraku
es KKanadehon Chadshingura>», gue se presentd por primera vez en 1748, 47 anos después de
la venganza. En esta obra se puede ver la escena del seppuku del personaje Enya Hangan que
representa al historico Asano Takuminokami.

Un joven sefor feudal Momonoi Wakasanosuke habia sido objeto de vejacion por parte de un alto
cargo del shogun Ashikaga, Kono Morono, v esta planeando vengarse. No obstante, Morond cambia
de actitud repentinamente y le pide perdon a Wakasanosuke por su falta de respeto. Este cambio se
debe a un soborno que un vasallo de Wakasanosuke habia proporcionado a Morond, con la finalidad de
evitar que su amo siguiese con su plan de venganza.

Morond, gue se disculpd muy a pesar de sus intenciones verdaderas, no esta contento. A esto, se
suma el rechazo gue sufre por parte de Kaoyo Gozen, la esposa de Enya Hangan, a la que cortejaba
ilicitamente. Morond monta en colera y empieza a insultar vilmente a Hangan. Hangan aguanta
impasible, pero en cierto momento desenfunda su espada y la blande hacia Morond. Hangan no
consigue herirle de muerte y es detenido en ese mismo lugar. Finalmente, se le condena a muerte por
seppuku y la casa Enya vy sus vasallos quedan sin dueno. Oboshi Yuranosuke, uno de sus principales
servidores y el ultimo gue habla con Hangan antes de su muerte, percibe la desilusion de su amo por

no haber logrado su cometido desde la entrada cerrada de la mansion y promete vengarse.



Francais

Gojébashi (Le pont Gojo)

Cette piece met en scene la rencontre entre Minamoto no Yoshitsune, un génie militaire gui
existait réellement a la fin de la période Heian (fin du Xlle siecle), et son vassal, Musashibo Benkei.
L'action se déroule & Kyoto, la nuit. Ushiwakamaru (nom d’enfance de Yoshitsune), un noble du
clan Geniji, combat Benkei, un moine soldat qui se vante d’une force surhumaine, gui teste ses
compétences au pont Gojo. Reconnaissant réciproguement les forces de l'autre, les deux développent

un lien et deviennent le maitre et le serviteur sans égal.

Commentaire
Le bunraku est un art théatral gui combine le tayl (a la fois chanteur et récitant), les joueurs de
shamisen et les marionnettistes. Les artistes présenteront une partie de 'attrait du bunraku a travers

les commentaires accompagnés de démonstrations.

Kanadehon Chishingura (La vengeance des 47 ronin)
Acte : Denchu Ninjo / En’ya Hangan Seppuku / Shiroakewatashi

Au début du xviii® siecle, Asano Takuminokami infligea un coup de sabre a Kira Kézukenosuke dans
le chateau d’Edo. La loi de I'épogue stipulait gue tous les deux étaient soumis a la peine de mort selon
le principe du <Kenka ryoseibai®, mais seul Takuminokami fut forcé de se faire seppuku pour le crime
d’avoir causé du tumulte et blessé quelgu’un. Un an et neuf mois aprés cet épisode, un groupe de 47
rénin menés par Qishi Kuranosuke, le chef des vassaux de Takuminokami, attaqua la résidence de Kira
et le tua pour accomplir leur vengeance.

Cet incident fut largement relayé a I'épogue et se retrouva adapté dans de nombreuses piéces
théatrales. Parmi celles-ci figure <Kanadehon Chushingura> - jouée pour la premiére fois 47 ans
aprés cette revanche, c'est-a-dire en 1748 - que I'on peut considérer comme la piece classigue de
reférence dans le théatre Bunraku. Dans la représentation que nous vous proposons, VOus pouvez
notamment voir la scéne ou le personnage d’En'ya Hangan se fait seppuku a la place du Takuminokami
de 'histaire.

Momonoi Wakasanosuke, un jeune seigneur féodal, est harcelé par Kono Morono, un haut
fonctionnaire soutenant le Shogun Ashikaga, et s'appréte a se venger. Cependant, Morono change
soudainement d’attitude et s’excuse auprés de Wakasanosuke pour son impolitesse. En fait, les
vassaux de Wakasanosuke avaient soudoyé Morond pour empécher la vengeance de leur maitre.

S’excusant contre son gré aupres de Morond, Morond ne s’'en amuse pas. De plus, Morono, qui a
secréetement le béguin pour Kaoyo Gozen, la femme du magistrat En'yva Hangan, abuse terriblement
de ce dernier pour se venger d'avoir été rejeté par Kaoyo. En dépit de sa grande patience, Hangan
finit par dégainer son sabre et infliger un coup a Morono. Il ne parvient néanmaoins pas a Iui infliger une
blessure mortelle et se retrouve immeédiatement maitrisé. Suite a cet incident, il est condamné a se
donner la mort par seppuku, et la famille En’'ya est en conséguence dissoute. Oboshi Yuranosuke, chef
des vassaux de la famille En'ya, gui a rencontré son seigneur juste avant son dernier soupir, ressent le

chagrin éprouvé par ce dernier et, seul devant la résidence désormais fermeée, jure de le venger.



Upcoming Bunraku performances

2023 Summer vacation Bunraku performance
Saturday, July 22 - Sunday, August 13 *No performance on Aug. 1 *Part1 on Jul. 28 is fully booked.
Performance Time: Part1 10:30 - 12:35 / Part2 13:30 - 17:25/ Part3 18:30 - 20:30

*End times are estimates and could vary.

[Part1: Family Summer Holiday Show]

-Kaminari Daiko (The Story of Torokichi the thunder and Tora-chan Family)

-Intoroduction to Bunraku

-Saiytki (Pilgrimage to the West)
[Part2: The Masterpiece of Bunraku]

-lmoseyama Onna Teikin

(Husband and Wife Mountains: A Guide for Virtuous Women)

[Part3: The Summer Late Show]

-Natsu Matsuri Naniwa Kagami (The Summer Festival in Osaka)

*Subtitles: Available only in Japanese. Displayed on screen above the stage.
*For the details of English Audio guide & Synopsis, please see our website.

M Tickets (All seats reserved, Tax included):
[Part1] (Flat Rate)
Adult 4,800yen / Student 2,400yen / Child (18 years old and under) 1,900yen
[Part2]

1%t grade 6,500yen (Student 4,500yen) / 2™ grade 3,800yen (Student 3,800yen)
[Part3]

15t grade 5,000yen (Student 3,500yen) / 2™ grade 3,800yen (Student 3,500yen)

M Box Office Sales start on Friday, June 9
National Bunraku Theatre (10:00-18:00)
*Closed on July 1

Bl Booking opens from Thursday, June 8 El 1n
National Theatre Ticket Centre

[Online ] (24hours)

https://ticket.ntj.jac.go.jp/top_e.htm El

[National Theatre Ticket Centre | [E0CiN

(10:00-18:00) *Closed on July 1
0570-07-9900 / 03-3230-3000(IP phone)

2023 November Bunraku performance
Saturday, November 4 - Sunday, November 26 *No performance on Nov. 14

2024 New Year Bunraku performance
Wednesday, January 3 - Monday, January 22 *No performance on Jan. 15

For more information, updates and useful links, please visit our website !/
(https://www.ntj.jac.go.jp/en/) E]*F[E]
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