
Ninin Sambaso 
  “Ninin Sambaso” is part of a piece called “Kotobuki Shiki Sambaso.” In the latter half of this piece, two 
Sambaso dancers perform together. “Kotobuki Shiki Sambaso” is a Bunraku piece that was originally a 
prestigious Noh piece called “Okina.” Like Bunraku, Noh has been designated an Intangible Cultural Heritage 
by UNESCO. 
  “Okina,” is a festive and ritualistic piece, and “Kotobuki Shiki Sambaso” is usually performed at 
celebratory events, such as theatre openings, anniversaries, and New Year celebrations. 
  “Ninin Sambaso” has no particular storyline, but is made up of spell-like words and lyrics praying for 
world peace and prosperity. The Tayu’s chanting and the sound of the shamisen are powerful and dynamic. To 
their tune, the two Sambaso dancers perform a dance that is sometimes free and easy, and sometimes comical. 

 
 

The ABC of BUNRAKU 
    The world of Bunraku is presented by KATSURA Kaishi, a Rakugo* Storyteller who has performed Rakugo 
in English for over 20 years to promote Rakugo to the world, and whose activities are also introduced in Japan's 
junior high school English textbooks. He explains to audience the roles of Tayu( narrator) , shamisen player, and 
puppeteer, and reveals some littleknown aspects of their performance. 

 
*Rakugo : It is a classical storytelling art of public entertainment performed at theaters known as yose. 

Rakugo artists perform alone comical or sentimental monologues using a paper fan and a small 
cloth, or tenugui, as props. 

 
 
Ehon Taikoki 
Act : Yugaodana /Amagasaki  
 

Set in late 16th century Japan, an era characterized by battling feudal warlords, Ehon Taikoki is a story 
centered around Toyotomi Hideyoshi (called Mashiba Hisayoshi in the story), who took control of the country, 
and Akechi Mitsuhide (called Takechi Mitsuhide in the story), who became Hideyoshi's sworn enemy after 
Mitsuhide assassinated his and Hideyoshi’s master, Oda Nobunaga (called Oda Harunaga in the story) at 
Kyoto’s Honnoji Temple. The story follows the events that occurred during the thirteen days between the start 
of Mitsuhide’s decision to rebel and his death. 

Mitsuhide’s mother Satsuki cannot forgive her son for murdering his master. Living in seclusion in 
Amagasaki, she is visited by Mitsuhide’s wife Misao and Hatsugiku, the fiancée of Mitsuhide's son, Jujiro. A 
traveling monk stops by Satsuki’s home seeking shelter for the night. Then Jujiro arrives there and asks his 
garandmother for permission to join his father's army, but she tells him to marry Hatsugiku first. 

Before leaving for battle Jujiro and Hatsugiku become husband and wife after exchanging nuptial cups of 
sake. Mitsuhide emerges from the bamboo bushes near Satsuki’s house, claiming that the traveling monk is 
surely his enemy, Hisayoshi. Using a bamboo stalk as a spear, Mitsuhide stabs the monk who is preparing to 
take a bath, but discovers that it was not the monk but his mother, Satsuki, whom he has just struck. She had 
risked her life in an attempt to stop him but Mitsuhide refuses to listen to her. Jujiro returns from the battlefield, 
critically wounded. Seeing that his son, even upon the hour of his death, still loves him, at last moves Mitsuhide 
to tears. 

Suddenly a loud noise erupts. Mitsuhide climbs to the top of a tree and looks around to discover the immense 
army of Hisayoshi is on the attack. Hisayoshi, who has been disguised as a traveling monk, appears dressed as 
a general. Satsuki tells Hisayoshi that she will take the blame for the crime her son has committed and passes 
away along with Jujiro. Mitsuhide and Hisayoshi vow to meet again on the field as the two warlords set off for 
the fateful battle. 
 


